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distinguishing feature is that they are available, as
long as a bed remains vacant, to admit at a moment*s
notice any well-conducted applicant without reference
or any formality whatever. A small charge, varying
from fivepence to one and twopence per night is
usually, but not invariably, made for a bed, while
supper or breakfast or both may either be given free
or supplied at a nominal price.

One of the largest of the Emergency Homes has an
accommodation of 253 beds, and affords over 88,000
separate night's lodging per annum. The beds in
these Homes are usually arranged in several large
dormitories. The floors of the rooms are scrubbed
"daily, and are scrupulously clean. The bed coverings
are as clean as it is possible to maintain them under
the circumstances.

There is in the East End one Shelter, with a record
of usefulness dating back to the year 1885, where the
old-fashioned wooden " coffin" beds, with leather
mattresses and sheep-skin coverings are still in use.
This is a refuge for the very poorest classes; the
conditions here are decidedly rough but eminently
suited to the local need. This Shelter is opened from
November ist to April 3Oth and, although its doors
are not unbarred until four-thirty in the afternoon, it
is usually completely filled by five o'clock. This
house, although the accommodation is not large, meets
a very pressing need and, in addition to providing free
shelter and food to both men and women, carries out a
most useful work in finding employment for applicants
where possible, and also in supplying the needy
with clothes and boots sent in for distribution by
sympathizers who know how bitter is the need for such
gifts during the winter weather.

Most of the larger Emergency Shelters are thrown
open during the late afternoon or early evening and
cleared again at about eight-thirty or nine o'clock in
the morning. Some allow applicants to lodge only for